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congregations, with their unfamiliar names   and  petty
differences ?   Why not group all initiative into one or
two vast systems whose clearly defined provinces mil
prevent overlapping and the ramifications of which will
work harmoniously in the larger organisation of the Code
Napoleon1?   Because the Code Napole'on, with its bureau-
cracy and soulless methods, is alien to the old tradition of
France, which is nothing if not Catholic, and the worth
of every Catholic entity lies in its soul.   A religious order
is a family, dealing with its members as living, sensitive
personalities and not as chattels.    Each congregation has
its own peculiar soul or spirit, the outcome of its origins,
of its history, of the character of its founders, of its aims,
and of its work.   The orders now springing up in France
^ere founded for very various purposes.    Recruited some-
times from special localities, they drew their members now
from this class of society, now from that.   In time, as
each expanded, their activities would inevitably overlap,
at least occasionally; a healthy rivalry would then ensue,
and benefit all parties.    They have much to learn from
one another, for they complete one another, and yet their
likeness is always deeper than thek difference.    When
towards the close of the century an ecclesiastic who had
had a long experience of schools and scholars praised in
his life of St. Madeleine Sophie the education she offered
to her children, singling out the qualities of elevation
and solidity which, in his judgment, make it stand out with
a character of its own, he added, as he looked round on
other modes of education, that the actual studies adopted
by the new Society were traditional and widely diffused:
** H n*y a guere la que ce qui s'enseigne et se pratique i
peu pres partout"1
Vin. Uh* $arat, Mgr. Baunard, vol. i, p. 387.